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Discussion Item Discussion of Cooperative Agreement with Montgomery County - Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program

Background Every three years the City is required to renew its Cooperation Agreement with
Montgomery County’s Department of Housing and Community Affairs.  The
Agreement provides for the continuation of the City’s participation in the County’s
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME Investment
Partnerships (HOME) programs.  Funding is available from the US Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD).

The CDBG program has provided flexible funding for a variety of projects including
but not limited to property acquisition, housing rehabilitation, commercial
revitalization, and human service projects.  HOME program provides funding for the
affordable housing programming benefitting persons with low- and moderate-
incomes. 

The City has received, on average, $167,000 per year as a result of its participation
in the County administered CDBG program.  Recent projects benefitting from
CDBG funds include the Takoma Park Boys and Girls Club, CSAFE, Columbia
Union College’s Elderly Health Care Initiative, and the Takoma Park Family
Resource Center. 

If the Council were to elect to terminate this participation, the City could apply, on a
competitive basis, for CDBG funds for eligible projects through the Maryland Small
Cities program.

If the Council wishes to continue its participation in the County’s program, a
resolution authorizing the execution of the accompanying Cooperation Agreement
must be approved no later than June 7, 2005.

Policy To maximize funding resources available for programming which benefits the
community.

Fiscal Impact Funding for the continuation of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
remains uncertain at this time as federal funding for the program has been
eliminated from HUD’s budget.  Further proposals under consideration include the
consolidation and restructuring of several HUD programs.  If approved, CDBG
funds would administered by the US Department of Commerce.

If either proposal is implemented at the federal level, CDBG funding for Takoma
Park would be reduced and/or eliminated.



Attachments Transmittal Letter from Elizabeth Davison
Notice of Intent
Original Cooperation Agreement
Map/Listing of Participating Jurisdictions

Recommendation To consider the City’s continued participation in the County’s CDBG and HOME
Programming

Special
Consideration

Resolution authorizing the execution of the accompanying Cooperation Agreement
is to be considered by the Council on May 9, 2005






























